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1. Neoliberal Conjunctures, Re-Framed Culture Wars 

2. Right-Wing Populist Patterns of En-Gendering 
(Gender as »Affective Bridge« in Mass Media) 

3. Orchestrating Contradictions Affectively Toward New Forms of 
Political Communication



March 19, 2019: Bolsonaro’s visit to the US 
United in the opposition to „gender ideology“ and „fake news“ 
(NYT, 19 March 2019)



RIGHT-WING POPULISM AND GENDER

▸ Observation: »Obsession with Gender« in the discourse of right-
wing populist complex (Dietze/Roth 2020) 

▸ Gender ideologies: always important for right-wing, but: »only 
recently has a gender-based strategy moved to the forefront 
[…] of right-wing populist actors.« (Sauer 2017: 1,  translation and 
emphasis JR) 

▸ »Right-wing Populist Complex« (to grasp complexity and 
multiple actors)
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(Roth 2020: 65-66) 



TEXT

RIGHT-WING POPULIST PATTERNS OF (EN-)GENDERING
▸ (En-gendering (following Pelizzon: „defining into nature“) 

Pattern I: Gender as Affective Bridge in Mass Media 
(Gendering of scandals + Others) 

Pattern II: Appropriation of Women’s Politics,  
Femonationalist Alliances 

Pattern III: White (Re)Masculinization 
(»Genderism« as existential threat) 

Pattern IV: Radical Religious and Femoglobal Alliances  
(Gender as »Ideological Colonization«) 

Pattern V: Gendering of Social Inequalities, Gendering of Fear  
(Ethnosexism, exclusive intersectionality) 

(Roth 2020)



Logics/Affinities of Mass Media & Populism
Populism: logic, ideational, thin-centered ideology: Manichean, binary worldview  

Core Concepts: – The people – The elite– The general will 

– Key elements:  »the (pure) people« vs.  »the (corrupt) elite« – provides mental 

map (to analyze and comprehend reality)

DIEHL 2017 ▸ Diehl (2017)



»Gender Ideology as Existential Threat« 
(for family and nation):  
Link to the pandemic

Junge FreiheitFOTO: PICTURE ALLIANCE / DPA i 
n Der Tagesspiegel, September 1, 2015

http://maranathacristoessalvacion.blogspot.com/2018/10/
la-ideologia-de-genero-contra-la-familia.html https://albertorg.wordpress.com/tag/arrogance/

http://maranathacristoessalvacion.blogspot.com/2018/10/


»Femonationalism«

Minister Damares Alves 
(Women, Family and Human Rights)



»Women for Trump« (Necessity of female supporters)



Attempt of  »intersectionality«



FES Study »Triumph of the 
Women«: 

»Femonationalism«
»For Women, Against Feminism«



Poster, march AfD party, Berlin 2016

The Huffington Post, Nov. 9, 2016



CitizenGo Campaign: »Stop the LGBT Colonization of Europe« 
CitizenGO, 11 Nov. 2020, 16:36

Reverse Anti-Colonialism: 
»Gender Ideology«  

as »Ideological Colonization« 
(imperial feminist imposition, capitalises on divisions within feminisms)

»The Vatican’s crusade against Gender Ideology« 
cruxnow.com, 21. Nov, 2017



Radical Religious and Femoglobal Alliances 
(Gender as »Betrayal of Christian Values«, »Ideological 
Colonization«)

Bolsonaro: "ideología de género“ como "denigración de valores Cristianos"



TEXT

Pattern I: Gender as Affective Bridge in Mass Media

• Protection of traditional family and gender roles 

• »Gender« as existential threat to the family and the (reproduction of) the 
nation 

• Demonization of feminists, LGBTQI* activists, »gender ideology« 

• »Reverse Anti-Colonialism« (Pope) 

• Dynamic paradoxes  
(ethno-sexism, sexual exceptionalism, femonationalism, homonationalism) 

>>> no mere »backlash«, more complex  
(gender as meta language, arena, »symbolic glue«, »affective bridge«) 

(Roth 2020)



Digitized Culture War(s)

(Roth 2022, cf. Diehl 2017, Roth 2020, Chun 2021)

 Digital Media Logics Gendering

Individualised consumer profiles Weaponized masculinity,
familial warfare 

Simplicity and brevity Naturalized binary order,
Segregationist data

Gain attention, »clicks«/likes, data  »Sex sells«, Sexual scandal, taboos

Affective attachment Moral panic

Moral panic, loss of order Gendering of Others,
Gendering of scandal

Binary oppositions (like/dislike, 0/1, friend/
enemy), 
Polarization as goal

Binary/heteronormativity vs. plurality/
ambiguity

Immediacy, echo chambers Affective bridge



Digitized Culture War(s)

(Roth 2022, cf. Diehl 2017, Roth 2020, Chun 2021)

Criteria of Mass Media Elements of Populism Digital Media  Digital Media Logics Gendering

Personalisation Centrality of the 
charismatic leader

– Individualised consumer profiles Weaponized masculinity,
familial warfare 

Degree of complexity Simplicity of argument ✓ Simplicity and brevity Naturalized binary order,
Segregationist data

Appeal to the extraordinary Production of scandal, 
disregard for taboo

✓ Gain attention, »clicks«/likes, 
data

 »Sex sells«, Sexual 
scandal, taboos

Emotional appeal Emotional appeal ✓ Affective attachment Moral panic

Drama Narrative of the betrayal 
of the people

– / ✓ Moral panic, loss of order Gendering of Others,
Gendering of scandal

Conflict structure Manichean thinking ✓ Binary oppositions (like/dislike, 
0/1, friend/enemy), 
Polarization as goal

Binary/heteronormativity 
vs. plurality/ambiguity

Immediacy Rejection of mediation ✓ Immediacy, echo chambers Affective bridge



Documentary »Knock Down  
the House«, 2019,  
d: Rachel Lears

»Gendered Conjuncture«

Campaign “Marielle Presente,” Brazil,  
March 2018 #NiUnaMenos

(Brown 2018; Hall et.al. 1978)

– condensation of contradictions 
– normalization & contestation 
– requires mapping of conjunctures



MUITO OBRIGADA!

julia.roth@uni-bielefeld.de
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